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One-man crew builds up South Side neighborhood

By CHARLES O’TOOLE
Medill News Service

For a man who makes his
living building condominiums,
Benjamin Van Horne has a truly
humble home: a trailer on a
vacant lot in the Woodlawn
neighborhood on Chicago’s
South Side.

“That’s real affordable hous-
ing in Chicago,” he jokes. “No
rent; I pay maybe $300 a month
for running water and to have
the sewage pumped out.”

Van Horne is president, CEO,
and everything else for Green-
line Development Inc., a
company focused on building

igh-quality affordable housin
inWoudiavn. ;

The trailer is a temporary
arrangement, adopted a few
years ago under the financial
strain of his first development
and a concurrent divorce.

But the 31-year-old Washing-
ton, D.C., native says he intends
to stay in Woodlawn as a devel-
oper and as a resident. He has set
aside a unit for himself in one of
his prajects on the 6600 block of

South Maryland Avenue.

One of his customers, Linda
Tinsley, is delighted with her
Greenline unit. An employee at
a major downtown law firm,
Tinsley bought in a project on
South Kimbark Avenue in May.
She says the quality of construc-
tion made the difference.

“My inspector was a very
picky person,” she said, “but he
told me he was impressed.”

Van Horne’s personal commit-
ment is unusual, especially in a
neighborhood still trying to turn
the corner from poverty and
crime to stability and

For him, though, it’s just a
way to balance two seemingly
incompatible impulses: to help
build healthy communities
while earning a healthy pay-
check.

Developing affordable hous-
ing “was a way that I could
potentially make money, but
still do something that was
socially resEonmble and a posi-
tive force,”

Aftera fewyears the money is
starting to appear.

Van Horne says the corgpany

netted $90,000 in 2005, mostly
on sales of land. For this year he

estimates profits of at least ;' 4

$213,000, mostly from housing &

sales.

Greenline has finished three
condo projects comprising 26
units in Woodlawn. Including
the South Maryland project,
three more are under construc-
tion with another nine in the
pipeline, according to Van
Horne,

Several of the projects were
helped by Chicago’s “City Lots
for City Living” program, which
sells city-owned vacant lots to
developers for as little as $1. In
refurn, the deve]LFer pledges to
reserve units built on the land
for home buyers earning no
more than 120 percent of the
city’s median income, or

$90,500 for a family of four.

His prices range from
$179,000 for a two-bedroom
condo to $429,900 for custom-
built single-family houses.

Van Home acknowledges that
the units’ prices are steep for

any Woodlawn families, but
says e hopes, they will attract
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Developer Benjamin Van Horne, 31, of Greenline Development Inc.,
stands outside the trailer in Chicago’s Woodlawn neighborhood
where he is living while working on affordable housing projects.

police, firefighters and other “It fills in vacant lots with new
middle-class home buyers quality housmg It takes away
priced out of hotter areas. from blight."

That’s in line with 5th Ward  The signs of that effort are vis-
Alderman Leslie Hairston’s ible in Woodlawn, most clearly

vision for the neighborhood. in the new housing sprouting
“We're trying to attract mixed
income development,” she said. See BUILDER on PAGE3 |







